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Formal setting and procedure

· The thesis defense consists of a public lecture of 40 to 45 minutes and a discussion of at least 30 minutes. The thesis defense must be conducted in English. 
· The thesis defense is chaired by the mentor, who is responsible for taking notes and writing the protocol. The purpose of the protocol is to provide an overall summary of course of the defense.
· The doctoral student must attend the defense in person, with at least one examiner present in person. The GHS must be informed in advance if one or more examiners attend the defense online.
· The examiners are:
· The thesis advisor and – if applicable – the co-thesis advisor*
· The co-referee
· At least one independent expert** in accordance with the GHS Promotionsreglement (PR Art. 23.1c).
· Only the questions of the examiners and the answers of the doctoral students are to be considered for the evaluation. The questions from the public should follow only after the examiners have asked their questions.
· The candidate and the thesis committee thoroughly discuss the research project, the results and its strengths and weaknesses in a scientific context and evaluate the background knowledge of the candidate.
· Immediately following the thesis defense, each examiner determines a grade* **. The grades are to be noted on the last page of this protocol (PhD Thesis Defense Assessment). The protocol must be signed by all examiners. The mentor does not express a grade.
· The examiners inform the PhD candidate about the grades and explain briefly the strengths and weaknesses of the defense.  
· The mentor signs the protocol and sends the protocol, including signed assessment page, to tullia.padovani@unibe.ch and info.ghs@unibe.ch within two weeks after the defense. 


*If a co-thesis advisor participates, the thesis advisor and co-thesis advisor give one common grade .
** If more than one independent expert participate, the independent experts give one common grade (PR Art. 25.2c).  



Defense protocol:
Overall summary

























































Mentor: Title/Name	
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PhD Thesis Defense Assessment
Name of candidate
born on date

Thesis title:

Assessments:	
Thesis advisor & co-thesis advisor*		
Co-referee		
Independent Expert**		

Grades are defined as follows:
6.0 Excellent; 5.5 Very good; 5.0 Good; 4.5 Satisfactory; 4.0 Sufficient (Pass)
The highest grade should be reserved for extraordinary work.

Place, date 


	Role
	Titel and Name
	Signature

	Thesis advisor
	
	

	Co-thesis advisor
	
	

	Co-referee
	
	

	Independent Expert
	
	



*If a co-thesis advisor participates, the thesis advisor and co-thesis advisor give one common grade.
** If more than one independent expert participate, the independent experts give one common grade (PR Art. 23.2c)  
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